1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Read the following passage and answer the questions after it:- 

Mad people are as much a nuisance on the roads as stray animals. 

The problem with motor accidents is that everyone who travels by road or stays close to the road, is a potential victim of a tragic accident. 

Delving into the causes of accidents, as a means of preventing them it of paramount importance to all. 

Bearing this in mind, and still badly shaken by the Katuna and Jinja Owen Falls Dam accidents scances / set out to explore the causes of accidents: “Some of the major causes of accidents, “Said Julius Salube, the OC traffic, Katwe, “is careless use of the road by propel other than drivers.” Salube challenged my thought that drivers were not solely responsible for road accidents. 

“Drunkards who cross road carelessly, careless pedestrians, amongst whom are very young kids sent to buy items from shops by their parents: Careless cyclists, many of whom we have arrested and prosecuted are all major causes of accidents” he says with a profound. 

“Stray animals have caused accidents too often,” he said. 
“Drivers have swerved off the road. In an attempt to save a goat, and on the process killed so many passengers.” 

Bosco Berebera, an immigration officer, with experience as a driver has, many similar observations, nothing that mad people are as much a nuisance as animals or drunkards. 

“A mad man can refuse to leave the road, causing an accident,” he said. 
Other cases pointed out are: vehicles in poor mechanical condition: poor quality tyres: defective breaks, and the fact that most of our second – hand vehicles are not designed for own poor state of roads. Unqualified drivers, who access driving licences fraudulently, excited taxi drivers, drunk, driving, drug abuse, the tendency to driver under medication that causes drowsiness. 

Ignoring road signs, poorly constructed roads (with sharp bends, large pot holes, or that are very narrow) Poor weather conditions, reckless driving, disrespect of traffic rules, switching lanes even on high ways, and switching off engines on slopes to save fuel! In addition to the issue of mental status of the taxi and bus drivers arises as another major cause; “Most of the drivers drive under extreme stress.” Said Theodara Nbingiye,, a psychotherapist. “They drive all day and most of the time, getting only a couple of  hours to rest. 

“Their bosses ask them for a certain percentage above which is their cut. So they work so hard to make more money. The more trips they make, so is the money. This is their problem”. 

Salube says. “Taxi drivers move from trip to trip, fighting to beat deadlines off the wheel”. 

Simon Nantamu psychology lecturer says, “They work under stressful conditions, pushing themselves too far. That is why they take drugs,  to break the monotony of their work life. In the end, they crash,” Theodora also points out the fact that drivers, extravagance increase on their need for money. They tend to have girl friends in every trading centre. They spend the little money they make entertaining them and they are in need for more.” 

Nantamu felt that certain preventive measures could be put in place. There should be stiffer penalties for drivers who cause deaths. They should be charged for man slaughter and their driving licenced either suspended or permanently withdrawn. 

Traffic policemen should be put back on the highways for drivers to be alert. Taxi drivers should work in shifts and be put on regular salary by a regulating, authority, independent of how many trips they make. 

Both Theodora and Simon, pointed to the fact that the people who take on the profession of taxi drivers tend to have an underlying psychological problem. 

This makes them reckless, fearless, insensitive to other people’s suffering, and arrogant. In light of this, taxi drivers, on general, need counseling. 

Adopted from the New Vision 71412004
Note that the country is holding a road safety week, you, as a member of the writers club, asked to write something for student’s news, in about 90 words summarize the cause of the road accidents in Uganda. 



